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SMALL BUSINESS

July 31, 2009

President Barack Obama
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama,

We, the undersigned Members of the House of Representatives, call on you to explicitly detail
whether abortions will be included in health care coverage mandates, whether employers will be
required to provide plans to employees that include abortion coverage and whether individuals
will be required to purchase plans that include abortion.

Current health care reform proposals in both the House and Senate chambers would mandate
individuals purchase, and employers provide, a minimum package of health care benefits as
determined by an independently established commission. Unfortunately, neither proposal
provides any indication of whether abortion would be included in these mandated minimum
benefits.

According to your proposal, both individuals and employers who do not carry plans that meet
federally-established minimum coverage benefits would face steep tax penalties. If abortion
coverage was included in these mandates, it would be an affront to millions of pro-life
Americans who would be required to purchase, provide and fund a practice they find abhorrent.

Unless a specific exclusion for abortion is included in the final bill, this mandate could force
private insurers to cover abortions and force taxpayers to foot the bill. This amounts to an
assault on the consciences of pro-life doctors, insurance providers and employers who do not
want to carry out, fund or provide these procedures.

Just last week, your budget director, Peter Orszag, was unable to confirm or deny whether
abortion mandates were included in proposed health care coverage mandates. We call on you to -

make this clarification and focus this debate on improving the health of all Americans, rather
than on federal funding for abortions.

Sincerely,

Mary Fallin

Member of Congress
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